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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT

The Canadian Centre To End Human Trafficking http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca
                                        Polaris website:  (polarisproject.org)
                                           u-r home – Awareness and Support Services – Human Trafficking brochure

Human Trafficking:  is the exploitation, manipulation, or control of a person (usually female) by violence or threats of violence, to provide a sexual service or to provide forced labour.

According to Stats Canada, the most common form of human trafficking is sex trafficking.  The average age that young girls are first exploited is age 13 or 14. More than 93% of human trafficking victims are female.  Almost half are between the ages of 18 to 24 but 25% of all victims are under the age of 18.

Myth: Trafficking is only or primarily a problem in foreign countries and developing countries
· Reality: Trafficking occurs in Canada, in the United States and in other developed countries. It is a multi-billion dollar industry and the fastest growing criminal activity globally.  In 2014 the RCMP Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre reported that 93% of Canada’s trafficking victims come from Canada

Myth:  It only happens to oppressed youth

· Sexual exploitation and trafficking can and does happen to any youth, regardless of their age, ability, ethnicity, gender, religion, family income/class, or sexual orientation.

Myth: Traffickers target victims they don’t know
· Reality: Many survivors have been trafficked by romantic partners, including spouses, and by family members, including parents or boyfriends.
Myth:  It’s a one time incident.
· Sexual exploitation and trafficking is an ongoing cycle of physical, emotional, and psychological abuse.  Traffickers may take a couple of days to several weeks to groom the youth victim before the exploitation begins.
Myth:  Traffickers and exploiter are always adult males
· While many of them are adult males, there have been many cases of exploiters and traffickers that have been females (specifically females exploiting younger females), as well and the increasing incidences of peer-to-peer exploitation.
Myth:  Drug and alcohol addiction is always a factor
· Youth without addictions are not immune to becoming victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking.  However, drugs and alcohol are widely used by traffickers and exploiters to keep their victims under their control.
Myth:  Its easy to exit or get out of it
· Not all sexually exploited / trafficked youth see themselves as a victim.  Most exploiters use verbal and physical threats to ensure their victims do not leave the situation.
Myth:   Forced sex trafficking of minors is the only form of sexual exploitation and trafficking
· There are many ways children and youth can be sexually exploited and trafficked.  Some of the most common include being lured by online predators, exploited by traffickers whether its indoors or on the streets, victimized by child sexual abuse images / videos.  
Myth:  Its’ the youth’s fault
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Exploiters and traffickers target youth because of their vulnerability and lack of life experience.  Victims are lured by false promises of affection, loving relationships, extra attention, expensive gifts, lucrative job offers, and isolating youth from their friends / families to introducing new lifestyles to the youth (drugs, alcohol etc). 

For further information visit any of the following websites:
polarisproject.org          http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca
http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca/signs-of-human-trafficking/
 http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca/for-parents/
http://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca/how-it-happens/
image1.jpg




